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\RIENDS and Neighbours, inand about Bromſgrove, amongſt whom 
I have had my abode from my Childhood, I underſtanding many of you 
 areconcerned for me, and diſſatisfied concerning my prelent Sufferings, 
which witha Spirit of Meckne(s and Moderation I ſhall enceavour to faticfic, 
if it may be, | 
Now Friends, we have all one Maſter, that we muſt either ſtand or fallto; 
for we muſt all give an Account to God of our Dceds done in the Body, whe- 
ther they be Good, or whether they be Evil, which I deſire to ſtand Approved 
before. And although ſome may account my Sufferings Frivolous, or out ofa 
Stubbern Will,I do deſire to appeal unto the Lord,who knoweth the Integrity 


| andit may be, for the value of Five or Six Shi 


| by the chief Prieſts, againft Chriſt, evr Lord and Maſter, to.put hir 


ſaid, We have a Law, and by our Law he ought to Dye, John 16. 6,7. Now. 


cf my Heart, and that knoweth all things, that it is not in a Stubborn Will, nor | 


in Contempt of Authority, but in Obcdience unto to the Lord, to bear a Teſti- 
mony againſt thoſe who protels themtelves Miniſters of the Golpel, and walk 
contrary to the Command of Chriſt, and Examples of the true Miniſters in the 
Primitive Time. Now it may be ſaid, That every Soul ought tobe ſubjert unto 
the higher Powers; which my Soul dcfires to be, and to {ubmit to Maglt'trates 
in their places, ſo that I may keep my Conſcience clear unto the Lord; and 
to pay Tribute tothe King, who is ſet over us, as a Ruler to defend our Juſt 
Rights in outward things; but our Conſcience we mult keep clear unto the Lord, 
for he muſt Ritle there : for God muſt have his Due as well as Ceſar his. We 
do not read in the Scriptures, that it belonged to Ceſar to chule Prophets or 
Priefts in the Time of the Law; that was God's Due and Work, and belonged 
unto him, who madc uſe of Aaron to be as a Muuth and Prieſt unto /ſrae/; and 
choſe the Trib: of Levi to perform the Prieſthood under the Law,& gave them 
the Tenth of the Encreaſe, who were to have no other Inheritance amongſt 
theirBrethren ; but the Tenth was their Portion in the old Covenant, who 
ſtood until the time of Reformation, and remained for the offerins up of Sacri- 
fices, until Chriſt, the acceptable Sacrifice, was offered up, Who off cred bimſelf 
up ence for all, and put an end tothat Prieſthood n1der the Law, which continued 
not by Reaſon of Death; and ſoſtands uc Prieſt forever, who ever liveth to make 
TInterceſſion fer us, Heb. 7.23,24,25. And fo this Prieſthood which was main- 
tained by Tythe, « Changed, andthat Law alſs, ver{ 12. for Chriſt is to be 
Prophet, Pricſt and Law-giver : And it is he only an! alone that chuſeth Mini- 
ſters and fitteth them for his Uſe and Service, and ſends them forth and takes 
Care of them, who ſent them forth as Lambs amongſt Wolves, and were not to 
take thought what to cat or what to put on, but to enquire, Who was worthy, 
and to eat {uch things as were ſet before them: They were not to Compel a 
Tenth of Pcoples Labours, for they had no ſuch Command; for that Prieſt- 
hood that took Tythe was to ceaſe: Chriſt's Miniſters received Freely of 
him, and were to adminiſter Freely. And ſo it was not Ceſar's Duc nor 
Place to chuſe Miniſters and appoint Maintenance for them, but God's and 
Chriſt's Due: And fo we muſt give Ceſar his Due in outward Things, and 
God and Cirift their Due in ſpiritual Things, and in chuſing Miniſters for them- 
{elves, add appointing them a Maintenance. The Apoſtle ſaid, He was not wade 
a Miniſter by the Wiil of Man, nor received his G oſpel from Man, neither was 
eaught it of Man, but by the Revelation of Feſus Chrift, Gal. 1.1,11,12, And 
the lioly Ghoſt ſaid, Separate Barnabas 4d Saul forthe Work I have for them to 
do; and they were ſent by the holy Ghoſt, A#s 13.2,3,4. And theſe 
whom the Loxd choſe were not ſent ts Schools to learn Latine, Greek, and He- 
brew to make them Goſpel-Miniſters, which are but Natural Languages, and 
then to a Colledge to take their Degrees, as Batchelors of Art and Maſters of 
Art, for Chriſt commanded his Miniſters not to be called Maſters, Mat. 23. 
10. and Batchelors of Divinity and DoFors of Divinity ; and if they can make 
Friends with Money, or otherwiſe, they may be made Lord Biſhops, or Deans, 
and haye Hundreds or Thoulands by the Year; which all is come in ſince the 
Apoſtles Dayes, and ſince Popery came up, in the dark Night of Apoſtacy - 
For we do not read in the Scriptures of Truth of a Lord Biſhop; they were not 
_ tobe Lords over Goa's Heritage, 1 Pet. 1,1,2,3- There you may read they 
were not to compel a Tenth of Peoples Labours; but to feed the Flock of 
_ God, taking the over-ſight thereof, notby Conſtraint, bur Willingly ; not 
for filthy Lucre, hut with a ready Mind : And when the chief Shephard ſhall 
appear, they thall have a Crown of Life that fa ieth not away. But theſe who 
are made Miniſters by Man, taking their Degrees from Schools and Colledges, 
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To his Loving and Kind Neighbours. "OS" ON 


| neither own their Work. Now he that ſhould come in the Name of the Lord, 


; 


will perſecute you. And ſo that is our Portion from thee that ce ET 


-bours, -I eall you Loving and Kind, becauſe you have beenſs to/m 


they Exerciſe Lordſhip over People; he that for Ol al i 
liver their Corrupt Greedy-Mind, they ſoon. make % 
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and there keep him, it may be, Moneths, Years, orfc Term of Life: Ho 
do not read of ſuch Proccedings amongſt the True Chriſtians, And they 


tell us, Jt «the Law that takes hold of ma, like the Jews, -who wereſtirre 
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Death 3 Plate finding him a Juſt Man, and nothing worthy of Death, 1 tc 
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ſome may ſay, Do you compare your ſelves to Chriſt * I ſay, no othermite- 
but 'as Chriſt Our Lord and Maſter, and We his Servants and Followers,who 
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laid, The Servant #« not greater than his Lord: they have p:rſecuted me, andthe) 


ſhip over People, that bind heavy Burdens, and lay them on mens Shoulders, 
grievous to be born, and they themſelves not touch them with one of their 
Fingers, 


And fo, Friends & Neighbours, having ſomething cleared my Spirit, I leave 
it with you, to confiler well of it; and the D.ſire of my Soul, and Prayer of 
my Heart unto the Lord for you,is, That an underſtanding maybe opened ir yon. 
And loving Neighbours, I deſire you in the Bowels of Love & Tendernels, That 
you judge not of things befor e the Tim?;, for the Day will diſcover all thingsz.and 
bring every hidden thing to light ; ani ten it will be known who are they that 
lerve the Lord, and they that ſerve him not; - and 2 Separation will be betwikt 
the Precious and the Vile. And in the mean time I do acuie £9.76 1qtiche?- 
In my Condition, until the Lord pleaſe to ſet me Free, which 1 believewill be 
in his appointed time : He who knows our Grief, and Bottleth up our Tears, will 
Eaſe the Oppreſſed, aria ſet the Priſoners Free. And Loving and kind Neigh- 


my leave of you, and reſt your Friend and Neighbour, willing, in what 1 may, 
to ſerve you in Love, age? © 


- 


the 16th of the $th 


Worceſter County-Goal, 
Moneth, 1679. 6 


Fohn Boweter. 
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Poltlceript. -— 
VV goeth a Warfare at his own Charge ? (ſome may ſay) Are not Mini- 

fters to have a Maintenance ? Were not they that waited at the Altar, 
to partake of the things of the Altar ? And is not he that preacheth the Goſpel, to 
live of the Goſpel ? and he that ſoweth Sprritual, toreap Carnalthings? - 2 
To this I Anſwer : He that preacheth the Goſpel is tolive of the Goſpel :-It 
doth not ſay, he that preacheth the Goſpel ſhall live of the Law, or Sue men 
at the Law fora Maintenance; for the Goſpel is a Free Thing, which is the * 
Gift of God, and received Freely, and is not to be bought and fold for Money, 
Acts 8.18, 19, 20,21. Now the Apoſtle had a Neceſſity laid apon him, who. 
ſaid, Wo 15 to me if Ipreach not the G oſþel, 1 Cor. 9. 16. yet he was not limit- | 
ted, but that he might reap Carnal things ; For the Work-man is wertby of his | 
Meat : But it is not realonable to compel it of them that ſet them not at work; 
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ang have the free Goſpel to declare, 
according to my Ability, 
for his Relief. 


and being Neceflitated, Icould freely... 
adminiſter of my Carnal or Temporal Things _ + 


| J-B. 


Farewell 


